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Wins eight and forty hours after, the delivery of 

the ſermon, preached, before the Aſſembly May roth, 
4786, and ſince publiſhed, . I was, informed, that it had not 
met with the cordial approbation « of all my brethren. 'The, 
leading object of it did not ſeem to be liked by all, and my. 
arguments were eſteemed by ſome egal LT Having 
heard on what grounds my reaſoning was objected to, I re- 
ſolved to draw up an appendix ſtill farther to enforce the 
duty, which J had inſiſted on, in the ſermon, and to expoſe 
the futility of the objections, which had been mentioned 
to me. 

Before I had 3 my kermon, and after I had both 
preached and publiſhed it, I thought the duty, which it was 
deſigned to inculcate, to be one of very great importance, 
and the arguments adduced in ſupport of it to have proved 
it to be even an indiſpenſable one; and nothing, that I have 
heard or ſeen ſince, hath in the leaſt altered my opinion of 
either. Some of you may ſuſpect that I viewed them at firſt 
through a falſe medium, and ſtill continue to do ſo. Were 
not my opinion, in this affair, ſupported by that of the moſt 
competent judges both in and out of the Aſſembly, that ſuf- 
picion might be well founded; but having this fact to pro- 

B dauce, 


3 


duce, I have that my judgment will not be thought to be 
entirely blinded by the influence of ſelf-partiality, 

I ſuppoſe that, by this time, moſt if not all of you have 
ſeen Mr. Lamport's Sermons on preaching Chriſt crucified, 
a part of which was delivered on the Aflembly-day i next after 
that, on which I was called upon to preach before you. 
Several with myſelf,, who were as attentive as the reſt of 
his audience,” did not underſtard a great deal of his ſermon; 
and ſince it hath been reviſed and enlarged, it is not ren- 
dered to myſelf and many others a jot more intelligible. 

I am forry to ſee in the title-page of theſe ſermons the 
words, © Publiſhed at the Requeſt of the Aſſembly, as. they 
may lead the public to think, that, the whole of that body 
concurred 1 in ſuch a requeſt, The author miſtook the fact, 
To my certain knowledge ſeveral, though they did not chooſe 
to put a negative on the motion for requeſting Mr. L. 
th publiſh, did not ſignify their approbation of it, and would 
have been glad, if i it had been recalled. I mention this cir- 
cumſtance merely to prevent the world from ſuppoſing that 
all of us, without exception, took under our patronage what 
. ſeveral of us did not underſtand, Tf Mr. L's readers 
ſhould now find clearneſs and conſiſtency of ideas, perſpi- 
cuity of expreſſion, and regularity of method, where ſeveral 
of us were unfortunate enough not to be able to difcover 
them, they will pity our dulneſs, and applaud us for not 
adopting a meaſure, which might have deprived them of the 
pleaſure and edification which they have received: or, though, 
on the contrary, their opinion of his performance ſhould 
coincide with ours, we may hope to eſcape their cenſure, 
notwithſtanding we did not take the ſtep which might poſ- 
ſibly have ſaved them the money, time, and trouble, em- 
ployed i in the purchaſe and peruſal of theſe ſermons; as we 
may fairly preſume, that their candour will aſcribe our con- 
duct to nn which, were they known, would deſerve 

praiſe 
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praiſe inſtead of blame, With reſpect to the ideas which 
ſuch readers, as are not bleſſed with greater penetration than 
ſome of Mr. L's brethren, may entertain of the Judgment 
of thoſe who deſired him to publiſh, they dope are immc 
diately concerned in that matter. 

The next words in the title page are A : quotation > 
Cowper, the ſentiment af which Mr. L. muſt. be ſup- 
poſed to approve. The firſt part of it is, In qaArine un- 
« corrupt, in language plain, and plain in manner.” Truly 


excellent! But what buſineſs have theſe words before his 


ſermons? If you will liſten to him, can you be uncorrupt 
or corrupt in doctrine? He bids you, p. 55, © away with 
<« all thoſe ſpeculations, which—have been proved to anſwer 
<« ſcarcely any other purpoſe than that of promoting differ- 
* ences among chriſtians.” Now as all the doctrines, as 
they have been called, of chriſtianity have been ſpeculated 
upon, and occaſioned . controverſies and differences, you 
muſt of courſe throw them all by, and then you may aſk 
him, how you can be uncorrupt or corrupt in doctrine, when 
you have nothing to do with any doctrine, If he tell you 
(as, no doubt, he will) that you may retain that compre- 
henſive one, which, according to his repreſentation, con- 
tains the whole ſubject. of your commiſſion, p. 24, and to 
which he would have you to confine your preaching, p- 50, 
he will be peculiarly unfortunate in his ſelection, ſince there 
can ſcarcely be found one, that hath been more the ſubject 
of diſputation, and of diſputation carried on with a very un- 
chriſtian temper. But if, for that reaſon, you muſt alſo 
give up the favourite of your adviſer, what alternative will 
you have left, but to ſpeak on no doctrine at all; and then 
how you are to be uncorrupt in teaching any y derne let 

him inform you, if he can, | | 
In language plain, 5 plain i in manner.” One would 
imaging as Mr. L. hath choſen for his text a paſſage, 
| B 2 containing 
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contai ning the only ſubject, which you are allowed to handle 
in the pulpit, that he employed his utmoſt care to be plain 
in his language and manner, and ſo to give you at once a 
ſpecimen of the matter, manner, and language, proper for 
public diſcourſes. Whether you will take his ſpecimen for 
your pattern, you will determine for yourſelves : what is the 
judgment of the world about its plainneſs, time muſt diſco- 
ver. My ſentiments on this head, and thoſe of 2 others, 
have been already mentioned. 

In the front of Mr. L's ſermons ſtand two enutilated 
verſes. The part quoted from the latter of them, being de- 
ſcriptive of Paul's manner of preaching the goſpel, one would 
ſuppoſe, that, as our author hath tacked it on to the part 


quoted from the former, he means by preaching Chrift cru- 
cified the ſame thing as preaching the goſpel ; but whether this 


be his meaning or not, I muſt leave others of more diſcern- 
ment than myſelf to find out. After having read more than 
once what looks as if it were intended to be an illuſtration 
of his text in the firſt ſix pages of his pamphlet, I remain 
incapable of diſcovering his ideas. However, if to preach 
Chrift crucified be with him the fame thing as to preach the 
goſpel, to the doctrines arid duties of which, conſidered in 
their full extent, I can have no objection, that ſermons 
ſhould be confined, I am totally at a loſs to comprehend, 
how we are to perform this important branch of our miniſ- 
terial duty, without paying regard to any ſrſtem whatever. 


p. 57. Are ſermons to be compoſed of nothing but phraſes | 


of ſcripture, without any explanations? If. ſo, inſtead of 
preaching by no ſyſtem, we ſhall be thought to preach by 
all ſyſtems. The Athanaſian, Arian, Socinian, Calviniſt, 
Arminian, Antinomian, Papiſt, Proteſtant, and every other, 


will in his turn ſuppoſe us to favour his particular tenets; - 


for we know, that all chriſtians alike pretend to fetch their 
reſpective ſyſtems from the bible. If we be allowed to in- 


troduce 
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troduce only thoſe parts of that beſt of books, which noſect 
hath drawn into its ſervice, we muſt have nothing to do with 
the doctrinal, and very little with the preceptive or hiſtorical 
parts of it: we muſt be particularly careful to omit all 
ſuch as bear any relation to the ſubject, on which alone Mr. 
L. would permit us to addreſs our audiences. 

I believe no writer ever broached a groſſer abſurdity, or 
rather propoſed a more palpable impoſſibility, than that of a 
chriſtian miniſter's preaching without regard to any ſyſtem 
whatever. And Mr. L. as if preſently aware of having 
directed his brethren to a conduct, which they could not pur- 
ſue, before he finiſhes the ſentence, in which he preſcribes 
that conduct, allows the occaſional introduction of explana- 
tions of particular texts, different from the traditionary con- 
ceptions of chriſtian hearers. p. 57. But I do not wonder 
at this ſtriking inconſiſtency, as marks of great confuſion of 
thought may be traced in various parts of his performance. 
In my copy of his ſermons I made notes in the margin of 
almoſt every page as I went along, many of which cleatly 
point out that confuſion. 

But not to ſwell my appendix with thoſe notes, and the 
paſſages to which they refer, I muſt call your attention to 
ſomething elſe of more conſequence, at leaſt to myſelf and 
ſome of my brethren, Mr. L. you know, is a member 
of our Aſſembly. He immediately ſucceeded me in preach- 
ing before that body. His ſubject and his manner of treat- 
ing it, amidſt all the obſcurity of the latter, were perceived 
to be pointed at what ] had delivered on the like immediately 
preceding occaſion. Even the day before he preached it 
was ſaid, that my ſermon was to be anſwered the next. It is 
in my opinion quite fair and unexceptionable conduct in one 
miniſter, eſpecially when called upon to addreſs his brethren, 
to counteract the influence of a doctrine advanced by another, 
which he conceives to have a dangerous tendency. This 


p being 
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being my opinion, I ought not to object, neither ds I object 
againſt having what I have at any time advanced ſcrutinized 
with the utmoſt rigour, and, if poſſible, overthrown. But 
when the circumſtances juſt mentioned are conſidered, it 
will be ſeen at once, that I muſt condemn as unbrotherly 
many alluſions and inſinuations, reſpecting a certain claſs of 
preachers, ſcattered up and down in Mr, L's ſermons ; 
| becauſe the perſons, who heard the ſubſtance of them, or 
now read them, and are acquainted with thoſe circumſtances, 
will probably apply them to me. And in what light I muſt 
appear with thoſe of my brethren, to whom the following 
paſſages may be thought to allude, you may eaſily judge. 
« Compared with preaching Chriſt crucified, as above ſug- 
« veſted, in what light does the minute and deep laboured 
* diſcuſſion of any one of thoſe ſubjects of diſpute which have 
« divided the chriſtian world appear? They hide their di- 
« miniſhed heads.” p. 22. From this paſſage the reader, 
calling to mind, that I had recommended an attention to all 
the doctrines of chriſtianity in our preaching, may ſuſpect 
that my opinion is, that we ſhould dwell chiey upon con- 
troverted ſubjects, and handle them in an abſtruſe manner, 
and that ſuch is my uſual practice. The reader may be led 
by the following paſſage to entertain the ſame ſuſpicion, 
* The chriſtian herald therefore moſt ſadly miſtakes the na- 
< ture of his office, the deſign of the pulpit, and the buſineſs 
« of the ſabbath-day ; when he attempts to carry his hearers 
into the aerial regions of ſyſtematic divinity.” p. 28.— 
What is likely to be the reflection of the reader on peruſing 
the following paſſage, but that myſelf and others, who think 
it to be a duty tolay before our audiences whatever we con- 
ceive the ſacred records of our religion to teach as matter of 
faith and practice, aim at drawing off their attention from 
the one thing needful, and at fixing it on ſubjects of no im- 
portance, by the uſe of arts that disfigure or conceal the at- 
| tractive 
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tractive form of religion? © It (indifference to religion) 
« ariſes, ſo far as preaching is concerned, from attempting 
to convert ſinners from the errors of their ways, by preach- 
« ing the goſpel with wiſdom of words, or man's wiſdom— 
« when, for inſtance, the preacher is drawing off the atten- 
« tion of the people from the one thing needful, by a pom- 
« pous diſplay of his oratorical powers and talents at com- 
« poſition ; hereby dishguring or concealing the attractive 
« form of true” religion, by a glittering glare of words, and 
« an artificial dreſs,” &c. p. 30. When the reader comes 
to p. 34, he may imagine, that it is the cuſtom of myſelf 
and others to introduce ſcholaſtic ſubtleties, metaphyſical 
refinements, and long chains of abſtract reaſoning, into our 
compoſitions. He may rank us in the number: of thoſe, who 
do not attend to the ſolemn warning of the Apoſtle, or his 
directions to Timothy and Titus, when he is peruſing p. 
43, &. And what will be his ideas of our conduct, when 
he reads p. 56 and 57, but that we value our talents, our 
pride, our popularity, more than the public utility, and that 
we preach Chriſt out of envy, or ftrife, or vain glory ?— 
Theſe alluſions and infinuations I ſhould have paſſed by 
without the leaſt animadverſion, had not Mr. L's 
hearers and readers been likely to make the particular appli- 
cation of them above mentioned, from the circumſtances of 
the place where, and of the time and occaſion on which he 
preached—of the connection in which he ſtands with the 
aſſembly—of the report concerning the purpoſe of his ſermon, 
which got abroad before his delivery of it—and of the opi- 
nion which zow prevails, and ſeems to be countenanced by 
the public notice, which he hath taken of my — that 
his deſign was to anfiver it. 
This notice is to be found in a long note bai at 
p. 24. There having given us his ideas of the meaning of 
Paul's words prefixed to my ſermon, he quotes a b 
from 


(SI 
from it, p. 26, and in the ſame paragraph, a few lines after 
the quotation, ſays, «© Permit me to aſk. whether there has 
« not been too much curioſity in every age, either like the 
« Papiſt, with the Jew, to require a ſign, or, like the philoſo- 
« phic Proteſtant, with the Greek, to ſeek after wiſdom ? 
60 Preaching Chriſt crucified would do both of them more 
« ſervice.” Now I would aſk any impartial perſon, whe-. 
ther from the cloſe connection, in which this remark ſtands 
with the quotation from my ſermon, the reader be not na- 
turally led to apply the character of a philoſophic proteſtant, 
who ſeeks after wiſdom, to me, and to imagine that I do not 
preach Chriſt crucified. | 
The words immediately following, which begin a new 
paragraph, are, The interpretation given of the above 
<« phraſe (counſel of God) will not, I am perſuaded, be cor- 
« dially reliſhed either by itinerant ignorance, or ſtationed 
« quacks in divinity; becauſe it may tend to deprive their 
4 ſermons of all- their ſuppoſed excellence. p. 27. Had 
Mr. L. cloſed his note here, every reader, who knew 
that for ſome years I was not fixed in any congregation, but 
occaſionally preached at different places in my neighbour- 
hood, where my aſſiſtance was wanted, and that I am now 
ſtationed in Exeter, would have concluded, that he deſigned 
to compliment me with the character of an ignorant itine- 
rant, as deſcriptive of what I was in my former employ- 
ment, and of a ſtationed quack in divinity, as deſcriptive of 
what I now am in my preſent: Such, I ſay, would have 
been his concluſion, had Mr. L. proceeded no farther. 
For the reader would hardly have thought, that I ſhould adopt 
Mr. L.'s interpretation of my text, and rejected my 
own, whieh he would have naturally f uppoſed to have been 
the reſult of examination, and of a careful attention to the 
expoſitions of commentators, without ſeeing very forcible 
reaſons for ſo doing. He would rather have expected to ſec 
me 
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me ſtep forth in ſupport of an interpretation, neceſſary to be 
eſtabliſhed in order to preſerve the appearance of ſome con- 
nection between the ſubject and text of my ſermon. And 
had ſuch been his expectation, he muſt have perceived, that, 
in Mr. L's opinion, I deſerved to be honoured with thoſe 
elegant titles, which, it ſeems, belong to all, who reje& his 
interpretation. Neither do I ſee how the reader is to be 
convinced by what follows, that Mr. L. did not fuppoſe that 
I ſhould merit thoſe titles. For he proceeds thus: & yet I 
« am equally perſuaded, that it (the foregoing interpreta- 
« tion) will be peruſed with all candour by my much 
« reſpected friend the author of the ſermon alluded to.” 
Now the reader obſerving nothing more to be expreſſed in 
theſe words than a ftrong perſuaſion, that I ſhould peruſe the 
propoſed interpretation with all candour, not that I ſhould 
cordially reliſh it, will infer, that Mr. L. did not really expect 
that I ſhould do ſo, and that, therefore, J muſt deſerve, in 
his opinion, to be ranked, after all, with the reſpectable fra- 
ternity of ignorant itinerants and ſtationed quacks in divi- 
nity, However, I ſhall ſhow you by and by, that I amin 
very good company, in which you will think with me, that 
Mr. L. himſelf would have no reaſon to be aſhamed of 
appearing. | 

But permit me firſt to try whether Ican explore the mean- 
ing of his interpretation. He ſays, that the whole counſel 
of God ſignifies the whole determination of God concerning 
their (men's) holineſs and happineſs. p. 23, 24. I caſt my 
eye upon the note below, and there I am told, that a 
ſignifies advice given for the regulation of conduct. Theſe 
words, then, I take to be explanatory of what Mr. L. means 
by determination, the word by which he tranſlates an 
Not to dwell on the circumſtance of a new ſignification 
being put on the word determination, I aſk, to the regula- 

tion of what conduct does this advice refer ? to that, which 
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we are to follow towards one ants only ? or to that al 
which we ſhould purſue with reſpect to God? I would 
hope, that this latter is not to be excluded. But if it be 
not, I preſume, that the advice in queſtion relates to the 
homage and worſhip, which we are to pay to the Deity, to- 
gether with the ideas of his nature, character, and govern- 
ment, and the affections towards him, from which that ho- 
mage and worſhip ought to low. And, if this be the caſe, 
we muſt be unfortunately entangled with ſyſtems, (a thing, 
againſt which Mr. L. fo earneſtly cautions us) if we will 
take the apoſtle for our guide, and declare the whole advice 
given by God for the regulation of conduct. It appears to 
me, therefore, that the meaning put upon the word G 
by Mr. L. himſelf, if I underſtand it, ſerves to confirm the 
propriety of that part of the conduct, inculcated on chriſtian 


miniſters in my ſermon, which he bids you carefully to 
avoid. 


Let us proceed with Mr: L. He ſays, p. 24, note, © The 
various paſſages where the word (Bean) is uſed in the 


% N. T. prove this,” i. e. his meaning to be the juſt one. 


1 dare ſay, that you concluded, upon reading theſe words, 
that in the quotations following he had produced every place 
in the N. T. where Hahn is uſed, unleſs you at once recol- 
lected others, where it may be found, or conſulted your 
concordances to ſee, whether it occurred elſewhere. What- 
ever was your concluſion, that was mine, before I had re- 
courſe to Schmidt, who referred me to ſeveral other places, 
among which there is one much to my purpoſe. It is Acts 
v. 38, where Gamaliel evidently makes uſe of (32an to de- 

note the doctrine taught by the apoſtles. Theſe men had 


been miraculouſly delivered from priſon by an angel, who 


had commanded them to go and ſpeak in the temple to the 
people all the words of this life. ver. 20. When they were 


in the act of executing his order, ver. 25, the captain with 
the 
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the officers went and bronght them before the Sanhedrim, 
where they were charged with filling Jeruſalem with their 
deftrine. Peter and the apoſtles made their defence, ver. 29. 
Thoſe, who heard them, were cut to the heart, and took 
counſel to lay them. ver. 33. Gamaliel checked their rage 
by ſuggeſting to them various conſiderations, of which one 
was: If this counſel or this work be of men, it will come to 
naught. ver. 38, What can counſel (O; mean in this 
connection, but the dettrine, with which the apoſtles had 
been filling Jeruſalem, and ceaſed not, upon being ſet at 
liberty, to preach daily in the temple and from houſe to 
houſe, teaching Jeſus Chriſt, i. e. his religion? Dr. Dod- 
dridge paraphraſes the words of Gamaliel thus : « If it be 
merely a human contrivance and deceit which we are not 
« capable of proving it is, it will ſoon fink and come to 
« nothing of itſelf; ſome incident will ariſe to diſcredit it, 
« and the whole intere et of this Jeſus will moulder away.” 
Beza and Grotius appear alfo to underſtand by Ben the 
chriſtian doctrine. The former interprets a aul ,d. by 
ex humano commento, and the latter by fictum & commen- 
titium, quod, ſays he, apparet ex antitheſi, ut Matt. xxi. 25, 
where Jeſus aſks the chief prieſts and elders whether the 
baptiſm of John be from heaven or of men. What could 
theſe writers underſtand by aun but the chriſtian doctrine, 
or ſomething which included it, which was not a human 
contrivance, ex humano comments, &c? So I find others 
beſides myſelf apprehend xn Luke vii. 30. to mean not 
only the deſign of God, but the means by which it was to be 
effected, viz. the 3 of John, which was rejected by 
the Phariſees. Vid. Commentators. 

But it is time for me to proceed. Mr. L. aſſerts, that 
Barnv Acts xx. 27. © does not in the leaſt refer to the com- 
“ munication of truth ſimply conſidered in itſelf.” p. 24. 
What he means by the words ſimply conſidered in jet, I will 
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not pretend to determine. If GA refer at all to the com- 
munication of truth, I conceive it muſt refer to the com- 


munication of chriſtian truth, and that the addition of wacay 


forces us to ſuppoſe, that it refers to the communication of 
all chriſtian truth, This concluſion, though I do not ſee 
how Mr. L. can evade it, if he allow Ban to refer at all 
to the communication of truth, he is not diſpoſed to admit. 
He attempts to ſet aſide ſuch a concluſion, by reaſoning 
from the ſituation and circumſtances of the apoſtle at the 
time of his interview with the elders of the Epheſian church. 
This reaſoning (for ſuch, I ſyppoſe, he would have us to 
conſider it) I do not underſtand ; if I did, I certainly would 
not paſs it by without examination. 

Let us attend a little to the connection of this verſe. In 


the ſpeech of the apoſtle to the elders he tells them, that he 


had kept back nothing that was profitable ; it ſhould have 


been tranllated, nothing of the profitable things, ver. 20.+— 


that 


” 


1 Ovdry uTEFHA&%wny TW FVAPErovTWy. Whether vu be 
added to theſe words according to ſome readings, or not, is imma- 
terial. I find commentators to differ very little about the meaning 


of VT: HA% env, and I do not ſee that Mr. L. objects to our tranſ- 
lation of that word. p. 25, note. But he ſuppoſes the Apoſtle to 
intimate in this paſſage, that ſome things revealed to him were not 
profitable to Jew or Greek. I humbly conceive, that the words of 
the apoſtle do not juſtify ſuch a ſuppoſition. A literal tranſlation 
of them is, I have kept back nothing of the profitable things; in 
which words he does not appear to divide the things revealed to 
him into profitable and unprofitable, but, repreſenting all of them 
as profitable not to himſelf only but alſo to others, to aſſert that he 
had not concealed any one of them. It is a ſtrange idea, that the 
apoſtle ſhould have been poſſeſſed of any information relating to 
chriſtianity, which it was not fit that he ſhould at any time impart 
to ſome of his converts; and it muſt be a peculiarly ſtrange one, 
that he ſhould have any ſuch information, which it was improper 
for him to communicate to elders, whom he was to ſee no more, and 
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that he had teſtified to Jews and Greeks repentance towards 
God, and faith towards our Lord Jeſus Chrift, ver. 21,— 
that he was determined ſtill to purſue the ſame honeſt con- 
duct, and to teſtify the goſpel of the grace of God, not a 
part of the goſpel withholding the 7%, ver. 24.—and that 
they, (the elders) among whom he had gone preaching the 
kingdom of God, would ſee his face no more, ver. 25. 
Deſiring you to remark here, that, from the connection, 
repentance towards Gad, and faith in our Lord Feſus Chriff, 
the goſpel of the grace of God, and the kingdom of God, appear 
to be uſed as expreſſions of the ſame general import, I ob- 
- ſerve, that the apoſtle, immediately upon mentioning, that 
he had preached to them the kingdom of God, and that they 
would ſee his face no more, proceeds to call them to record, 
that he was free from the blood of all, aſſigning as a proof, 
that he had not ſhunned to declare unto them all the counſel 
of God. Now what can all the counſel of God here ſignify 
but the whole doctrine of the kingdom of God, which he 
had immediately before told them he had preached among 
them, or, according to the other phraſes he had before em- 
ployed in his ſpeech to them to denote the ſame thing, the 
whole doctrine of repentance towards God and of faith to- 
wards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, or the whole goſpel of the grace 
of God? This farther appears from what follows. For 
upon the circumſtance of having declared to them the whole 
counſel of God, ſo that ay were fully inſtructed in the 


chriſtian 


* be charged to be watchful guardians of the purity of the civile 
faith. But if even ſo ſtrange an idea as this latter ſhould be enter- 
tained by ſome, ſurely no one can imagine that the apoſtle, in any 
of his writings, which he could not but foreſee would fall into a/f” 
forts of hands, revealed thoſe ſecrets, with which be durſt not in- 
traſt theſe elders. And if theſe ſecrets be not now to be found in 
the ſacred writings, my poſition, which hath to do only with what 


is therein revealed, cannot be affected by the text conſidered 1 in this 
note, whatever ſenſe be put upon it. 
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chriſtian doctrine, he founds his folemn charge to them to 
take heed to themſelves and to all the flock, and inforces 
the charge by a prediction, that there would ariſe among 
them men, who would ſpeak perverſe things (things contrary, 
to ſound doctrine. Doddridge) which they were qualified to 
refute by the plenary information which he had given them. 
It may tend to confirm you in the opinion, that I am right 
in my ideas of the apoſtle's meaning, to ſee in what company 
I ſtand. Hammond in Syn. Critic. thus obſerves upon the 
paſlage : Chriſtianam doctrinam uniuerſam, qua vos ad- 
< verſus hæreſes futuras premunirem.”” Grotius remarks : 
« Holuntatis nomine uu, hic ſignificat (ſeil. apoſto- 
« lus) mne id quod a ſingulis præſtari vult Deus ut ad ſa- 
<« lutem perveniatur. In the præſtanda, no doubt, Grotius 
includes as well the things to be believed, as the things to bc 
done, as he could not be ignorant, that fazth is required of 
a Chriſtian as well as works. Wolfius in his Cure Philol. 
ſays: Significat ſcilicet, Paulum nequaquam perfide aut do- 
& Joſe Chriſti negotium egiſle, ſed bona fide, maximeque 
« ſerio, ita ut nihil illi prius fuerit, quam ut Apoſtoli officio 
« in regno Chriſti promovendo ſincere fungeretur. The 
uſe of ſuch ſtrong expreſſions concerning the manner, in 
which Paul diſcharged the office of an apoſtle, cannot be 
reconciled with the ſuppoſition, that the author had any idea 
of his having kept back any part of the revelation, which he 
had received and could communicate. Dr. Doddridge's pa- 
raphraſe is: « For God is my witneſs, that I have ſincerely 
« ]aboured for the ſalvation of all that heard me, and have 
& not declined to declare to you with the utmoſt freedom 
« and integrity all the counſel of God ; but on the contrary 
© have laid before you the whole -ſy * of divine truths, re- 
< lating to our redemption by Chriſt, and the way to eternal 
« happineſs with him, in the moſt plain and faithful manner, 
« whatever cenſure, contempt, or oppoſition, I might incur 


by 
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«= by ſuch a declaration.” He fays in a note, that * Mr. 
« Brekel hath proved by quotations from Demoſthenes and 
« Lucian, that the proper import of vrooTeAAw in ſuch a 
& connection, is to diſguiſe any important truth, or at leaſt 
« to decline the open publication of it, for fear of diſpleaſing 
« thoſe to whom it ought to be declared.“ See alſo Dr. 
Benſon's paraphraſe of the whole ſpeech in his Hiſt. of the 
Firſt Planting of Chriſtianity, Dr. Whitby interprets all 
the counſel of God by © the whole chriſtian doctrine; and 
in his note obſerves, « Hence we learn that it is neceſſary for 
« a paſtor to declare to his people all that is neceſſary for 
« them to believe and do, in order to ſalvation, that the guilt 
« of their ruin may not lie upon him.” Though I may 
differ from Mr. Leechman in ſome religious points, yet I 
cannot forbear quoting a paſſage from his excellent ſermon 
en I Tim. iv. 16, that you map alſo ſee his opinion on the 
ſubject under conſideration.” Now it muſt be acknow- 
« ledged, ſays he, that it is an indiſpenſable part of our duty 
« as teachers of the religion of Jeſus, to declare theſe and 
« all the other truths diſcovered to us by revelation. We 
« cannot juſtify ourſelves as having declared the whole 
« counſel of God (obſerve how he underſtood this phraſe) if 
« we overlook any of them, neglect to teach them, or treat 
« them only in a tranſient and ſuperficial manner.” p. 27. Ed. 
3d, Glaſgow, 1742. The fame were the ideas of Mr. 
Lowthion, whoſe maſterly diſcourſe on the reaſonableneſs of 
miniſters ſpeaking freely, publiſhed in 1758, and preached 
at Kendal 26 Aug. 1756, well deferves our attention. 


There you will find the objections to ſuch a conduct moſt 


ſatisfactorily anſwered. 

It muſt be evident to all, who read Mr. L's ſermons with 
underſtanding and attention, that he hath made no attack 
upon that part of my reaſoning, which is founded on general 
principles, but laboured by a critique to overthrow my poſi- 

tion 
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tion ſo far only, as it reſts on the words of the apoſtle pre- 
fixed to my ſermon, Even in that attempt, I think, by this 
time he muſt appear to have failed. I, therefore, conſider 
myſelf as having {till a firm ſtanding on the authority of the 
apoſtle, and on principles the moſt clear and incontrover- 
tible. If Mr. L. or any othet gentleman among you be 
of a different opinion, and chooſe to ſtep forward as my 
antagoniſt, I have no reluctance to meet him. But I beg 
leave to inform any perſon, who may feel himſelf thus in- 
clined, to obſerve, that I do not look upom myſelf as bound 
to take notice of any thing but pure reaſoning on the ſingle 
fubje& to be diſcuſſed, or to do even ſo much, till a reply be 
given to every argument, which I have already advanced. 
You muſt allow me, Gentlemen, before I conclude, to 
expreſs my wonder at ſeeing publiſhed in theſe days by reque/? 
of proteſtant diſſent:ng miniſters ſermons, which carry the ap- 
pearance of being intended to prevent the good effects of free 
enquiry, to deter miniſters from attempting to elucidate the 
doctrines of chriſtianity in their diſcourſes, and to counte- 
nance the uſe of phraſes relating to a ſubject, well known 
to be one of the moſt controverted in the whole compaſs of 
theology, without explanations, Surely, Gentlemen, none 
of you can entertain a ſerious apprehenſion, that any genuine 
chriſtian truth can ſuffer from the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny. Surely 
none of you can ſuppoſe, that their religion hath its eſoteric 
doctrines, an-acquaintance with which is to be confined to 


| themſelves and other initiated perſons, and exoteric ones de- 
ſigped for general uſe, which, therefore, they may ſafely 


impart to the vulgar. Could this be the opinion of any 
among you, it would behove them to reflect, that the laity 
are not aware of ſuch a diſtinction, and that, many of them 
being of too curious and prying a turn to be eaſily kept 
hoodwinked, there ſeems to be but one way left of eſcaping 
the charge or ſuſpicion of temporiſing, and that is, to aid 

| them 
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them in their reſearches by a fair, candid, and undiſguiſed 
repreſentation of what is conceived to be the truth and the 
whole truth as it is in Jeſus. Once more: Surely none of 
you can feel any reluctance to comply with the advice of 
Mr. L. and © to facrifice your love of popularity on the 
« altar of public utility,” by not uſing without explanation 
ambiguous phraſes, either to preſerve a reputation for or- 
thodoxy, or to faſcinate the ears of people with words, to 
which they affix either no. determinate ideas, or ideas dif- 
ferent from thoſe of the preacher. | 

I muſt treſpaſs a moment longer on your patience. Some 
of my friends ſuppoſe, that, in the uſe of the term quacks in 


_ divinity, Mr. L. alludes to the circumſtance of my not hav- 


ing been ordained. A paper on the ſubje& of preſbyterian 
ordination, as now managed, will perhaps ere long appear 
in a periodical work, when Mr. L. or any other gentleman 
among you may have an opportunity of vindicating the 
preſent practice, which is objected to by others beſides my- 
ſelf as countenancing ſuperſtition. In the mean time, if by 
a quack in divinity nothing more be ſignified than an unor- 
dained miniſter, I am not aſhamed to wear that title, Wiſh- 
ing you to be ſucceſsful promoters of truth and righteouſneſs, 
I remain, | 
GENTLEMEN, 


- Your ſincere friend, 


]. BRETLAND. 


P. S. Soon after J had finiſhed this appendix, I had an 
opportunity of reading the ſermons, lately publiſhed by the 
truly great and worthy Dr. Price. The opinion and con- 
duct of a perſon, ſo juſtly celebrated for his eminent abili- 
ties, knowledge, and integrity, challenge regard, how little 
attention ſoever may be thought due to what ſo obſcure a 


perſon | 
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perſon as I am may at any time advance, I am fully fen- 
ſible, that the authorities of the moſt diſtinguiſhed characters 
ought no farther to inſſuence Vur practice, thart they appear” 
to quadrate with the dictates of ſound reaſbn and the diree- 
tions of ſcripture. 'But when we obfefve ſuch # man as 
Dr. Price to have laid before his congregation, without 
the leaſt equivocation or reſerve, his ideas of the goſpel, 
even on the moſt controverted ſubjects, we muſt preſume,” 
that he hath acted in this manner in conſequence of the moſt 
mature conſideration of the nature of his duty, and, there- 
fore, feel ourſelves prompted to examine, whether we ou ght 
to go and d likewiſe. The following paſſage from the be- 
ginning of his 5th ſermon will plainly ſhew you what his 
ideas are of the duty of a - chriſtian miniſter. “ I have 
e thought it, ſays he, a proper part of the duty of my office 
« in this place, to give you a particular account of my ideas 
« of that goſpel which we all profeſs, and on which we build 
« our hopes of a future happy immortality.” 


